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K. Sai Baba
talks of his
Sports
Coaching
Foundation
and how he
wants to
turn the
country into
a sports hub

MOMENT OF HONO! °Rz
City’s K. Sai Baba
receives the Rashtriya
Khel Protsahan
Puraskar from

- President
Pranab Mukherjee

Finding talent
In the slums

NEHA JHA
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v; For the past 24 years, K. Sai
: aba has been encouraging

b 48 the underprivileged to take
up sports. His brainchild, Sports
Coaching Foundation in the city,
received the prestigious Rashtriya
“Khel Protsahan Puraskar on
- August 29, for its contribution to
the development of sports.
When the government
approached him to start
an NGO to promote
sports back in 1991, he
grabbed the opportuni-
ty, quit his lucrative
job at a bank and
dedicated all his
' time to make
. sports accessi-

India, which we
- had imported from
New York in 1994. We
were the first to have
* flood lights and speed
guns too. In the begin-
ning, whatever dona-
tions we received, we
used that to build infra-
structure. We thought
this would attract people,
and the amount they paid
could be used to run the

vived for 24 years,” says Sai
Baba, who also received the
India NGO Award 2015 for its
flagship project, Build India
Through Sports (BITS).

“BITS project was started 15
years back and we have so far
taught over 16,000 kids. As
part of this, we approach gov-
ernment schools, orphanages
etc. to promote sports. We also

develop mﬂ‘astructure — bas-
Trath 11 wrallAae kATl

These kids

- NGO. That’'s how we sur-

1

courts etc. at these schools. Not only

- in Hyderabad, I also approached

schools across Telangana, Mahara-
shtra, Karnataka and recently,

‘Delhi,” says Sai Baba.

He adds, “We need to change the
mindset of the country Parents
only want their kids to score good
marks and often hesitate tolet them
take up a sport. Also, they think tak-
ing up sports is a big risk where a
single injury can end your stint.
There are also a few examples of
sports stars like the eight-time
national boxing champion Dennis
Swamy, who never got his due and is
struggling to make ends meet,

which could also be a reason why

they hesitate. Though I must admit
that the current government is pro-
moting sports on a big scale.”

He adds that back then, many
working professionals and actors
were attracted to the ground
because of its infrastructure,
including Rana Daggubati and Allu
Arjun. “Now, a lot of commercial
grounds have come up and people

are opting for those. To
survive, I approached
foreign students,
who now come
here often to

ble to the MULEIIIIEETIE play They only
el can guide them in the WEAIARALAVS
T “We were right pa-th NGRS  per person but
PR cnvin e o QTR
bowling . for India us,” he says.
machine in 7 Archana Das, a

.women  cricket
player and Sameer
Preet and Mohammed
Tariq, football players, are products
of SCF who have represented the
country. The institution also con-
ducts inter-slum tournaments
where both underprivileged and
privileged kids are allowed to par-
ticipate. He adds, “Slums are where
you find a lot of talent — they have
the determination to win. They just
need someone who can guide them
in the right path and
they can win medals for
the country.”

Sai Baba concludes,
“We want to transform
over 5 lakh children and
want to reach every corner of
India. For this, we will need part-
ners who are ready to donate to help
us achieve our goal of making India
a sports hub.” He adds, “I am lucky
to have my wife K. Srivalli by my
s1de She and my son Sunil Naidu

i A R




THE 722555 NEW

ey —

INDIAN EXPRESS CITY EXPRESS

Wednesday, September 02, 2015, Hyderabad

All pumped up!

SPORTS COACHING FOUNDATION IN MASAB TANK, THAT WAS
STARTED 24 YEARS AGO RECEIVED RASHTRIYA KHEL PROTSAHAN
PURASKAR FROM THE PRESIDENT .

enty four years

go, a small

marshy ground

at Masab Tank

was a desolate

place without any activ-

ity. Things changed for

good in 1991 when former

cricketer K Sai Baba en-

tered into an agreement

with GHMC for promotion

of sports in public-private

partnership. Thus was

born the Sports Coaching
Foundation(SCF).

“I am grateful to Jannat
Hussain for reposing faith
in me,” says Baba. Today,
SCF boasts of 600 children,
a majority of them from
slums, who play basketball,
cricket, volleyball, boxing,
karate, tennis and foot-
ball on this one-acre land.
Recognising his contribu-
tion to sports and encourag-
ing street children, SCF was
nominated for the Rashtriya
Khel Protsahan Puraskar,

the highest award given
to a non-governmental
organisation for pro-
moting sports.

“It is one of the most
memorable days of my
life. My hard work has
been recognised. I dedi-

cate this award to these
children,” says Baba,
who received the award
from President Pranab

Mukherjee at Rashtrapathi

Bhavan in New Delhi along
with Arjuna, Dhyan Chand
and Dronacharya awardees

in August.

Talking about his founda-
tion, the 60-year-old says, @

“I always thought these
children did not have the re-
quired finances or parents’
encouragement to enjoy
these games. But they had
the desire to play. Keeping
this in mind, I encouraged
these children. Initially,
these children had a lot of
reservations. I had to coax

£ et -
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and convince them
children to take up sports.
Today, Tam happy that there
are many orphans who are

active at the foundation.
They forget their suffering
by indulging in sports. That
is the biggest victory and
satisfaction for me as I am

\
y

able to bring joy to these or-
phans and street children,”
beams Baba.

Today, SCF bustles with
activity. “We started with
two disciplines and with
our limited resources, we
extended our activities to as
many as seven disciplines.

. We also built flood lights

o play at night. We have
ertain hours in the day re-
e[:ved for under-privileged

\r about 25,000 children,”he

shares with pride and sat-
faction.

Baba’s idea is to spread
“awareness about the value
of sports. “It is important
that children, rich or poor,
should play sports. I would
like these under-privileged
children to play games for
they will be busy and dis-
tance themselves from crime
and illegal activities. I have
been successful to some ex-
tent but there is still a lot of
work to do. There could be
more hidden talent among
these slum children too,”
feels Baba who has also vis-
ited several government-run
schools, in the city and ad-
journing districts, promot-
ing sports. “I want to create
more awareness among the
younger generation about
the importance of partici-
pating in sports. I believe
that sports and education go
simultaneously. Sports can
build a child’s character. It
imparts discipline in them,”
he says.

SCF being a non-profit
organisation, Baba has
gone through the hard way.
“However, I am lucky as I
get general donations that
help me run the show. It is
a challenge and this new
award motivates me to
strive harder in promoting
sports, particularly among
street children,”he shares.

- N Jagannath Das
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SPORTS COACHING FOUNDATION
(Not For Profit Organization)
Opp: Cha-Cha Nehru Park, Masab Tank,
Hyderabad - 500 028, T.S., INDIA,
Cell: 9396559440/7893562583
Qfo@scﬁndia.org, scf_india@yahoo.co.in
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RIS Wl gIcdgd YREbhIR — 2015

wWicd ST BreSyH, SavEe
fawr @ fou @«

WIed BIFERT BIESH, 2aREE UH A—UIthe TR—ARBHRI Fild|
2 S 1991 | H&IC: AT & GfARMAL g2ai & g Wl B SyATT faeii|
iR wifa & forg o= &1 2| Wied P BreSYH (TEHIvE) Tl o
qregd W R AT (@enEdivw) ufRarsT srEifad B 38T g o)
ugd =1 e ARl # ST 25,000 GRS q=@i 9% 2 | i
DI BIESIA F fhde, Heard, AI—d@l, dagse!, diddid, <A™ il
JRBCATS S all Bl 1T ol B oly ARBNT Thall, ST 3R Teli|
&1 H Wl IURPR IUT FRIY AR TS Wl ATEAAT BT For ol |
S IRAISTAT &7 % I22g Weoll & AT W Ffehed [9bRT HRAT 2 |

HWIcH DI BISSYA, gaxrdas @ e & forg Qal & a4 i
Sd ARG BT AT UG B gY TSI Wl UIedTET JRIBR—2015
qqT fhar ST 2 |
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Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar, 2015

Sports Coaching Foundation, Hyderabad
Sports for Development

Sports Coaching Foundation, Hyderabad, a Non-Profit Non
Governmental Organization has been engaged since 1991 in using sport for
development and peace mainly among less privileged children. Sports Coaching
Foundation (SCF) is implementing ‘Build India through Sports’ (BITS) Project
reaching out to about 25,000 less privileged children in low income institutions.
Sports Coaching Foundation donated sporting equipment and created basic
sports infrastructure in Government schools, orphan homes and slum areas to
promote sports like cricket, football, kho-kho, kabaddi, volleyball, tennis and
basketball. Primary focus of the Project is on personality development through
sports.

In recognition of its contribution in the field of ‘Sports for Development’,
the Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar-2015 is being conferred upon Sports
- Coaching Foundation, Hyderabad.
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